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The World Ahead 2025

Sudan sinks

into hell
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Fhe tworlds biggest humanitarian

disaster will continue fo be i

Tom Gardner Africa correspondent,

N'H'I'I‘.'r\"-':.-ui-l-' besides the capital, Khartoum, is
maore flercely for ight over than el-Fasher, in the
wesrern re

undersiepe

wn of Dar miuch of 2024 it was
d Support Forces (RSE)
paramilitary group as spent more than 18 months
trying to oular Sudanese army, the
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), and seize control of the
stare, As a result, el-Fasher is where the famine chat
tens to consume the w y began.
Because of the intensity of the fighting there, itis also
a useful place to look to understand where the conflict,
which is possibly the h:g:_:-.'k- and most devastating
anywhere in the world today, might be IIL"lLJ‘I‘.;-_; nexr.
Ag this article was published, el-Fasher ||.‘|‘.‘.'r13|'|'.".1
the SAF’s last urban stronghold in Darfur.

juish the

now thre;

rs other
I rthe RS
many months carlier. Observers had long expected the
city’s fall, followed by ethnic cleansing of local black

Sudan’s civil war

will grow even
more brutal

Middle East & Africa

African ethnic groups by the mostly Arab RSF
Hundreds of thousands of civilians have already fled,
joining the more than 20%
population of som who have been forced to flee their
homes since the war began in April 2023,

But despite the RSF's su|
numbers, the SAF hasclung on in el-1
elsewhere too, The RSF's 13 astward and
southward advan ':'-f 1 the first half o

.'.I xlc*'-\ lln the summer rains. In the far south, it
: '-k'|'|: IIH' army and a

of the country’s pre-war

L1 WE 1% .-il1:1|

wsher, and

surroundir |I_'|‘-.r|'l. \\l gradu; ]
territory it had lost in the early months of the war, At
the start of 2024, Muhammad Hamdan Dagal
RSF's notorious commander (better known as
Hemedri), made a trinmphant tour of the region’s
capitals, spu rring talk of a total RSF victory. That now
seems much less like ly.

Instead, Sudan’s civ
more brutal, complex and
el-Fasher, where various e
:'|.1-.'-.-I1<'-:-|'.Hg.;l*.r:l'.f.;.|E--|'.f_:mdr:.'u -
BroMpSS and militias will prolife I
include jihadist brigades link ey, as well
Units c .II".'II.'“-'!"'.'J OF
national intellizence services, In areas liberated from

rmer members of Sudan’s feared

3, these forces were
eportedly responsi I‘IIL for brutal '|-;_| ression and

the R5F in the seco ifof 202

wcks. In some |1 aces, such vialence will fuel
localised ethnic co wlling at Sudan’s already
badly frayed social fabric
areas under RSF control, there will be
resistance. Mr Dagalo's paramilitary forces, known for
ising civilians from armoured jeeps and
hikes, are .Ldu.“'v' at :1*.-.'-[\1I|_ warfare. hl" they are
widely loathed thr
record i."fj_tl.i'-'m.'r:I:J'.?{ ve rnl.ll.u:l}' commitred
atrocities. Even if they conquer more territory, their
rule will be precarious.
lalks to brokera ceasefire h
prog and that secms un
The saF considers itself the le '“'"I 1
Sudanandisr
d jumped-up militi
support of Ru

overnment of
sit down with what it sees
ng 2024 the
ved arms fi

strengthening the hand of those in its senior ranks who
opposc a ceasefire. Those include Islamist hardliners
from the party of Sudan’s former dictator, Omar
al-Bashir, who see waras an opportunity to return to
power, as well as business elites who see it as
an '::'""""I.""II'I'ii"' I"I getrich

07 its part, the RSF also sees little reason to make
concessions. [t .1.:k:|:-:‘ ]

Emirares (UAE), which

m. The UAE does so because it reckons,

itly, that it can get away with it

T De spite its hornfying human toll, and a high
probability that the Jr]k:.ﬁﬂlm will soon spre cad
beyond its borders, Sudan’s civil war receives anly a
fraction of the international attention given towars in
the Middle East and Ukraine. Aid deliveries to
mitigate what some experts predict will be the worst
famine since China's Grear Leap Forward are woefully
inadequate. Over the next two y
people could perish—and far too little will be done to
preventir. @

rs more than 1om
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united states

though Mr K 4% enie s been in power
hamenj i i | three tiq 25 JSJEE%&%E founder,

The sequel is
usually worse

F | ¢ acoilah Rulollah Khomeini, the ghost of
w_r Trump thefonnding imam siill haunts him. S0 hef
: retorted that ] ras “not worth
Eh‘e P'Eﬂplﬂ ousting of Sheikh ] {asing, Bangladesh's prime d an :!tll: ssage ::;;;“'wsj\ ~ : i
3 minister, who had become increasingly autocratic, / Y menags W ngesse
e 1 Both everits seemed good omens for the struggle v . His pfﬁﬁ!dc[l!lal vanity dented, Mr
thﬂ P up c berween democracy and sutocracy in Asia. Is such Trump withdrew from the JCPOA, enforced
up:uni.-.mhkvlh}: o Tqud:l:jt:uzs.zj e an oil embargo and had [ran's most senior
Take i firsl AR rest democnhicy & ~ . . H
- ;“ﬁ;;;ﬂ:n . E S ksiR O the el L general, Qassem Suleimani, assassinated.
Maodi is acting ws i little has changed since his hum- In response, Iran accelerated its nuclear
; : CEiaia Llimsia PRt BRIt B ey e e | programme to the point cfb-ecnmlng_,:_'i‘
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A lens to look through, can

this attempoted method of
UNdocumenting, or removing
ink,serve to document in a new way?
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Written response: draft 2

‘The negative space is a value to consider’ José Garcia Oliva

Letterpress is a technique of relief printing where a hard raised letterform in
wood or metal is inked and applied to a surface leaving an impression. At a
basic level, letterpress imparts knowledge from a document.

To hack or subvert this linear process from movable character to paper,
we need to consider its most basic meaning. In her analysis of documents,
Lisa Gitelman suggests that the document exists in order to document and
its occurrence on paper ‘bearing semiotic traces is not merely the most
typical case, it is also the most salient, since the affordances of paper and
the function that defines documents have become inextricable from one
another’ and ‘documents are important not because they are ubiquitous . .
. but rather because they are so evidently integral to the ways people think
and live. The epistemic power of the know-show function is indisputable,
and the properties of documents matter in all kinds of far-reaching ways’
(Gitelman, 2014, p.4)

In my iterative experiment, 1 attempted to reverse the act of letterpress
and therefore documenting, to take ink back from the page to see what
was left behind.

By using a piece of moveable type and experimenting with various adhesives,
I developed a homemade method for reversing letterpress. Instead of ink,
double-sided sticky tape was applied to a type block. When pressed to
printed matter with force and then removed, a hole was left behind. These
were initially destructive and unrecognisable, then more reminiscent of
letterforms when more care was taken in removal.

Various publications including a book, a map, wallpaper became an
experiment. After they were complete, I realised that by reversing the print
that was made, be that a hand stamped woodblock character or a page from
a magazine, leaves a space that has value. Removing the printing became
printmaking and the negative space became ink.

Methods of iterating?

This anti-letterpress is indelible. If we either letterpress, or remove it, we are
communicating, documenting, simply due to the fact a surface exists and
that we manipulate it. In its earliest of definitions, ‘The Greek word typos
generally means “trace” and ‘The Greek word graphein generally means “to
dig.” (Flusser, 2011), bringing an archeologic element to its latin offspring,
typography. The human invention of writing means there is an inescapable
need for us to communicate.

‘The goose quill put an end to talk. It abolished mystery; it gave architecture and
towns; it brought roads and armies, bureaucracy. It was the basic metaphor with
which the cycle of civilization began, the step from the dark into the light of the
mind. The hand that filled the parchment page built a city’

(McLuhan and Fiore, [1967] 2001, p. 48).

Rather than stripping back this medium to an abstract, pre-alphabet,
olfactory environment mentioned by McLuhan and Fiore, is there a way
of using this anti-letterpress to see differently? Can it be used as a lens to
see through?
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