DO YOU EVER ASK...

Takeaways from last week

- Conceptually, this is a pretty fully formed project. It’s really clear in terms of what it is you're trving to do.

- You have an audience, Your query is quite clear, which is ‘how can we find a way to communicate complex
colonial histories to children?. That's what is driving all of this,

- Your next steps are less about finding a question and more about experimenting within those parameters.

- Passport format over map. Standard passport size too small, AG too small, A5 too big. Somewhere in
between. Look into B format, 129 x 198, standard book trade paperback dimensions.

- Keep foiling and rounded corners. Revisit front cover typography.

- Content. lllustrations are working really well. The stamps added are starting to align with the passport.
Continue to make them by hand and add? Is that part of the reading experience or are they printed?
look into intercation with the book.

- “A day in the life?" Everyday objects idea is good, but could it sit in a temporal box?
Research kids ‘typical’ day for colonial references

- Riso discussed for slightly rougher printing, to consult publications.

- Prototyping - iterate the guilloche and stamp illustrations, see where it takes you.
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- Concept, colonialism’s viability

- Tone of Voice, text length

- Age group

- Production

- Advice on testing

What's my enquiry?

Re-articulated line of enquriy, 15/1/26:
“Can parents and children find out what it means to be a global citize

Re-articulated line of enquriy, 22/1/26:
“How can we find a way to communicate
complex colonial histories to children?”

Narrative structure, a day in the life...

Need to add detail -
transport to school,
be more specific e.g.
ingredients in food
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Ella dumped her bag

by the door and sat down. Dinner
- Wwas veggie sausages and crinkle cut
‘chips, steaming and comforting after
- along day of playground drama. :
: sq_e?_gpt_a_shed HP sauce across the plate.

loving its tangy,
- brown sweet; - The

w has roots in the British Emp_]re. J % 3 E v T ‘.“-L\“ \‘j!!f"’ 'y

5 ;borr:_,f(vm Victorian tastes and shaped by global trade in i e - > = . A -—(t;“;"‘-\
_',,:gamgﬂnq'and spices. But on Ella's plate it felt more like a Little 1 { e~ =3 et J BN \\\‘

£ ‘adventure. She imagined what tamarind night look like and

¢ | how it’s grown. =3

-'anE!_{r, bite mixed familiar crunch with flavours that had travelled
far before reaching her kitchen. She ate. reluctantly chatting
about maths because her parents wouldn’t stop asking.
depsite their slightly annoying chitchat, she felt happy
and full.

It was a meal made brighter Just by a
condiment (that’s sauces and things),
reminding her that food can

connect us.

ng its tangy.
~~ritish Empire.
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Takeaways from last week

- Not sure that this passport format works in the same way that it did initially. Because it’s so loaded, it kind
of limits what you can do with it (?). There was something about the foldout that wasn't contained. If it’s on
the table and were engaging with it, is it something about looking at scale, magnitude. So could there be a
map in there? Being able to grasp the idea of vast histories, passport feels contained to meet that. Does the
book therefore accompany other things, it’'s one component of it, so when you travel places this is helping
you understand? Through engaging with objects, clothes etc, that passport metaphor needs to feel more
connected.

- A workbook would be a good idea, so things happening. lllustrations works well but there could be space for
drawing, adding in information.

- different types of kids and families. What to these mixed conversations look like?
- Play can be used to communicate complexity to the kids. Workshop?

- Play and seriousness need to interlink. References have clear position.
How radical or sanitized is it going to be? Do you want to be provocative about it?

- Not a GAME an ACTIVITY



What'’s my enquiry?

End of Unit 2:
“Can parents and children engage with colonial legacy together?”

Re-articulated line of enquriy, 15/1/206:
“Can parents and children find out what it means to be a global citizen?”

Re-articulated line of enquriy, 22/1/26
and 3/2/20:

“How can we find a way to communicate
complex colonial histories to children?”



Sources...

OAKFIELD ACADEMY

BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

Gabby Offer Esther Waller
Head of English Publishing Manager
Oakfield Academy, Frome Chicken House Books, Frome
(Interview 040220)
BACKGROUND -

1 am a white British parent of two children, now aged 12 and 15 years. We left the UK to live
abroad for a few years and the legacy of Empire was everywhere.

1 knew little about colonialism and neither did my children. I wasn’t taught much about it in
school and thirty years later the same can be said about them. 1 began to explore acknowl-
edgement of colonial legacy on our return to the UK through my work on an MA in Graphic
Communication Design.

AIM -

To find a space where parents and kids can learn together about our shared colonial past and
its influence on the way we live in today. This will be through an interactive book that explores
the everyday legacies and hidden histories of the British Empire in what we eat, what we wear,
how we travel and how we live in 21st century UK.

SOME QUESTIONS -

1 am approaching various stakeholders in books for children, from teachers to campaigners to
publishers and hopefully, a broad set of families. Please take a moment to consider and answer
the following questions, they will be quoted in my research and writing for my Masters at the
University of the Arts London, and ultimately could help me create a publication that will
highlight this subject area for other parents and their kids.

Tina Gaisford-Waller
Manager and bookseller

Hunting Raven Books, Frome

4 D

Winstones

HONTING Ravey BOOK¥-LOVE

we represent

Samantha Williams
Founder of BookLove,
travelling multicultural book
carnival! London.

- Do you think the UK education system provides a broad and balanced education which ade-
quately examines British imperialism as well as histories and cultures from around the world?

- What age group do you think is the most appropriate and effective for discussion and learn-
ing around colonialism?

- Can you recommend any good books that address Empire and colonial legacy for kids?

- What is the best way to encourage colonial acknowledgment with kids? What is working
and what isn’t from your perspective?

- Should parents be engaged in that acknowledgement and learning as well? If so, could a
workshop environment where kids and their parents learn together work?

- Various campaigns, petitions, consultations and government strategies have come and gone
in recent years. If kids in the UK aren’t learning broadly enough about this subject, what in
your opinion could disrupt and highlight the discussion? If it time to be more radical, what
could that look like?



Responses

OAKFIELD ACADEMY

BELIEVE AND ACHIEVE

Esther Waller
Publishing Manager

Gabby Offer
Head of English

Oakfield Academy, Frome Chicken House Books, Frome

(Interview 040220)

working on it - Focus groups aren’t really a thing in British childrens’
publishing. Ask a school or a community group

- 9-12 feels right.

- akidsco feels like ‘a schooly moment’ where kids are being
preached to but don’t want to learn. Show me a kid who
would read this alone! Woke for woke’s sake?

- This will be quite ‘schooly’ by nature, no kid will seek this
unless prompted. So travel or airport moment, or branded
as learning together is a very good way of placing this. We
get few teachable moments, this could be one of them.

- Object approach good, makes it universal by accident!
Vert British though, this could not work abroad.

- This could work commercially. Point of sale, low price
point, activity book.

- lllustration feels child friendly and appropriate, why not
go further with the humour, be confident?

- treasure hunt around the house. what is in your house?
what else can you find?

- kids attention spans are decreasing, writing shorter
chapters, making narratvbe “gamified”

- modernise the text a bit - if we’re talking about clothes,
ask the reader about fast fashion, for example. Link it to
everyday stuff they can relate to.

- Is there a more radical tone here?

Not being afraid of the subject. could be disruptive, but that
doesn’t guarantee child and patent dual learning

r

Winstones

HUNTING RAVEN
BOOKS

Tina Gaisford-Waller
Manager and bookseller

Hunting Raven Books, Frome

chased 4/2/26

link to community book group

A
BOOK¥-LOVE

we represent

Samantha Williams
Founder of BookLove,
travelling multicultural book
carnival! London.

working on it



New references

500+ YEARS OF Colonization and
INDIGENOUS Decolonization

A Manual for Indigenous
Liberation in the 21* Century e

RESISTANCE

!WARIiiaR Publications

Purpose: to Promote Indigenous Warrior Culture, Fiahting Spirit,
& Resistance Movement. Contact: zig_zag48@hotmail.com
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HP Sauce has a very
British name (it's short for Houses
of Parliament), but its flavour went on a
world adventure!
One key ingredient is tamarind, a tangy fruit that
came to Britain through the old British Empire. Back
then, Britain took ingredients, spices, and ideas from
many countries it controlled, mixed them up, and—ta-
da!—new sauces appeared on dinner tables.

That sounds tasty, but here’s the not-so-fun part: empire
life wasn't fair. Many people in those countries were
treated badly, had land taken, or were forced to
work so Britain could get rich. So HP Sauce is
like history in a bottle: yummy on chips,
but a reminder the past had
sour bits too.

How will Riso deal with itricacy? o0.25pt lines, type in vectors



A long time ago, during the days of the British
Empire, schools wanted everyone to look the same
so teachers could spot troublemakers faster (spoiler:
it didn’t work). Uniforms spread around the world
through colonial schools, especially in places ruled by
Britain, because they believed matchy-matchy
clothes = discipline and good behavior.

That sounds funny, but here’s the serious bit: this often
ignored local cultures and traditions, and kids weren't
given much choice about who they could be.

So when you put on your uniform, remember:
it's not just clothes — it's a leftover idea from
empire times that's still telling kids to
“Line up!”, “Stop Talking!” and “Do
Your Homework!".




Tea started as a leaf,
not a British thing at all! It came
from China and later India, and Britain
loved it so much they basically said, “We’'ll have
ten cups, please.”

During the British Empire, tea was grown and shipped all
over the world so everyone in Britain could sip happily.

But here's the not-funny bit: empire rules were unfair.
Many people were forced to grow tea, paid very little,
and had their land taken so Britain could drink more.

TEA DRINKING

BY

THUR READE.

F "STUDY X STIMULANTS.™

So tea is warm and cozy—but it also AR
reminds us that history can be 2
comforting and a bit bitter.




Badminton
began during the
British Empire thanks to boredom,
feathers, and a big fancy house.

In India, people played a game called Poona,
hitting a feathery shuttle with rackets. British army
officers tried it, liked it, and thought, “This will be great
back home!” They took it to England and played it at

Badminton House, which accidentally gave the

game its name.

As the Empire spread, so did badminton—
traveling faster than the shuttle itself. What
started as colonial free time became a
worldwide sport. Not bad for a game
invented because soldiers needed
something to do!




In the 1800s, British officials in India noticed that
everyone's fingerprints were different (even twins—
sorry, twins). One official thought, “Hey, this is better

than signatures people can fake!” So fingerprints were
used on contracts to stop cheating.

Later, Britain took the idea home and said, “This works
for catching criminals too!” And that's how fingerprints
became famous. It's a cool science win—but it also
_ came from colonial rule, when British officials

. controlled people’s lives and decisions in places
: that weren't theirs
to control.
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