
Can we reframe colonialism for children  
and parents using familiar objects,
to encourage critical thinking and  
ethical consumer habits?

“How can we communicate complex  
colonial histories to children?”

(need to refine this)



Adam Reynolds, Head of Humanities
Sydney Morris, KS3 History teacher
Oakfield Acadmey, Frome

Interview confirmed May 6th, 1.30pm- MARKET: schools (public and private), home schooling, commercial

- HOMEWORK

- BITESIZE is key under half an hour per subject per night (private school). 5 objects I’ve there term with a 
reflection session at the end.

- ACCESSISIBILITY is aggregated, and students have indisviual IPPs (Individualized Program Plan), but be 
conscopus of large areas of text, dyslexia colour palettes, simplicity in the design

- HISTORY as a school subject IS A POLITICAL FOOTBALL. So its good that this would sit in adition to the 
curriculum

- DESIGN. CLEAR, APPROACHABLE LANGUAGE, FUN IN THE IMAGERY. A lot of what you’re doing already. 
Big photo ok.

- 3 SPREADS: The objects’ journey, NATURE ORIGIN PURPOSE of a source.  Holocaust shoe example, so start the 
narrative with the object and build INTO it
1 - What is it, why does that matter
2 - Where is it from and who is it from. Why does that matter?
4 - Why did they do it?

- HIERARCHY OF RESPONSE from the kids:
Page 1 - MUST, key things everyone must do, the baseline of repsonse from a class
Page 2 - MANY, slightly deeper learning, maybe one question, a big impactful photo? For more motivated 
students
Page 3 - SOME, learn more, advance your learning, where the brighter kids will engage.

-  STAMPS EQUALS HOUSE POINTS. Reward system and passport thing a good device, link to school based points 
system

- SENSIVITIY READ - e.g. elephant in the room, we’re sitting with it, not shrinking it 

- TRICKY WORDS/GLOSSARY AND PARENTS INTRO

Richard Thomas
Head of Higher Education and UCAS,  
Teacher of History and Politics, King Edward’s School, Bath
Interviewed Saturday 25th April.



The Cutty Sark

Commissioned by:

 

Boat type:

 

Construction date:

 

Interesting Facts:

 

  

Launch place and date: 

  

 

Physical description:

 

  

  

  

  

Cargo on the Cutty Sark: 

 

  

  

  

  

Time as a training ship:

 

  

  

  

  

Current location: 

 

  

  

Disclaimer: The nature of this resource requires independent, learner-led research. It is advisable to use only pre-selected, appropriate sources of information and websites that are appropriate to their age. 
Please also be aware that there may be aspects of a topic or individual’s life which may be controversial or upsetting to some. Due to this, we highly recommend that you carefully consider all research activities 
before undertaking them with learners.

visit twinkl.com 

Disclaimer: This resource has been developed and approved in meeting the standards of the Twinkl Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples related content 
guidelines. All content that relates to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples has been written in consultation with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Content 
Advisor to ensure it is culturally appropriate and respectful. Twinkl Australia acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing 
connection to land, sea and community. We show respect to Elders both past and present.

Impact of ColonisationImpact of Colonisation
on Aboriginal Peopleson Aboriginal Peoples

Land Ownership
Australia was named ‘terra nullius’, or land belonging to no one, by the British 
government.
Contrary to what the European colonists believed, Aboriginal Peoples had 
custodianship over the land and areas to which each group belonged. 

While the boundaries of the land were not evident by fences or modern 
developments, the land was important and sacred to each group. Landforms, 
such as rivers and ridges, were boundary lines. 

Prior to colonisation, Aboriginal Peoples would carry out regular burning of 
bushland in hunting rituals and to take care of the local habitats. 

TWINKL

OAK ACADEMY

5 THINGS I WISHED I 
LEARNED AT SCHOOL 
ABOUT EMPIRE (ZINE)

ELLA’S HOMEWORK









James Goggin and Sara de Bondt, Camden Arts Centre



Other cues, visual language combinign text, graphic shapes, 
diagrams and photography (at the expense of accessibility)



• From content and comprehension to object 
led and wayfinding
•Too much research now, not enough fun
• Lean into humour
• Simple questions about objects
• Directional/ Wayfinding devices in the design
• Dutone + B&W in each booklet
• Passport outer cover, blurb
• Glossary and parent intro
• Continue prorotyping
(• School meeting next week)
(• Testing with local families again as a 
backup)





Tea first arrived in 
Britain in the 1600s, 
via traders from 
China and (allegedly) 
a tea-loving queen, 
Catherine of Braganza 
(who was actually 
from Portugal, 
it’s complicated).

SUGAR
Soap

School
Uniform

CRICKET


